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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.)

£

It is difficult to be certain how ruch of the finish of this house dates
from its early Second Period construction date. The overall plan and profile,
small window size, and grouped window placement appear to be original.

Perhaps the molded window caps and the pilasters of the doorwayv are also
eichteenth century features.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.)

This house originally stood on I!lassachusetts Avenue at the corner of

Edison Wav, the site of the present Edison building. This was also the site

of the first house in Lexington, which was purchased in 1693 by Benjanin

luzzey (1657-1732). Muzzey was one of the earliest settlers of the town and
- owned a large amount of land in the center: it was from him that the land was
purchased for the second meeting house. After Benjamin's death, the house was
owned by his son Amos (1700-1752) and it was probably durinc the latter's
ownership that the original house was replaced by this one, hence its name the
"Amos Muzzey house." The house was next owned by Amos' son, also named Amos
(1741-1822), who served in the Revolution. This house was one raided by the
British on April 19, 1775: on their return from Concord the British entered,
broke windows, a mirror, china, dressed their wounded in the parlor, and
fired three bullets into the walls (they were recovered durinc an 1815 repair
of the house). "
- In 1834 the Muzzeyvy family built a new house on the Massachusetts Avenue
site and this house was noved to the south side of Vialtham Street at the corner
of what is now Vine Brook Road. Tor forty vears during the nineteenth century
it was owned by Isaac Huffrmaster. Finally, in 1890 Bradley C. Whitcher bought
the property, moved this house to Forest Street, and built a new house on the
Waltham Street lot. After its relocation it was apparently owned by William F.
Glenn, the carpenter who owned the house at 38 Forest Street (see form).
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